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“YOU’VE BEEN CAUGHT DOING SOMETHING AWESOME” Award

What it is: A way to celebrate our workforce by acknowledging and rewarding work that goes “above and
beyond.”
Who is eligible: Military and Civilian members of DMA

MAY 2017

How to nominate: If you think someone you know or supervise someone who has gone above and beyond,
write us a short paragraph as to why you think that person should be recognized. Then, send your nomination to
DMADirectorDirect@mail.mil. This email is a direct line to Mr. Shepherd, and he wants to hear from you!
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Master Chief ’s Chat

Happy New Year, DMA!
I want to take a minute to say thank you for making
2017 a memorable year. I appreciate and congratulate
you all on a year of accomplishments and another year
of supporting our fellow service members serving
around the globe. Take pride in the successes we
have had and the hard work and dedication you have
displayed over the past year.
When we’re are done reflecting and patting ourselves
on the back for 2017, though, let’s turn our sights
toward the future and look ahead toward the
possibilities of the New Year. We cannot and shall
not rest on our laurels. Instead, we need to look 2018
square in the eye and say “let’s do this!”

2017 was a year of innovation, challenges and
opportunities that saw DMA grow in its capabilities
and value to its clients. We restructured to improve
our services as we prepared for to launch the 24
hour conversation to stay relevant to our global
audience; improved the signal quality for our AFRTS
clients; launched of our drone program; increased in
functionality and customer interaction for the military
flag ship web sites; increased our leadership and
mentorship training programs to continue growing
DMA leaders; and installed our first virtual studio
positioning us well for the future.

Now more than ever the challenges we face will
require reaffirmation of things within you and the team
as we grow together. As my favorite inspirational
author (Miguel Ruiz) challenges us in his book,” The
Four Agreements,” to:

It was Henry Ford that said, “coming together is a
beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working
together is success.” You have been a success!

These simple guiding principles have served me well
in life and I think you’ll find value in them as well.

Now as we launch into the new year I urge you to
recommit to the excellence you have already created
within DMA. Personal commitment to yourself and
the organization is what makes us all a success. Your
willingness to share and be part of the team is what
makes us grow.
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Be Impeccable with Your Word
Don’t Take Anything Personally
Don’t Make Assumptions
Always Do Your Best

Let’s embrace the new year together as we continue to
make DMA the best in class and a great work to work
and grow……GO TEAM DMA!!!

When we’re are
done reflecting and
patting ourselves on
the back for 2017,
though, let’s turn
our sights toward
the future and look
ahead toward the
possibilities of the
New Year.

Sure, a lot of people make New Year’s resolutions,
then, a week later, they can’t remember what they
were. Don’t let that stop you, set that goal anyway and
go after it … no matter what it is! If there is a goal
you have had for a while, now is the time to take that
first step. To quote Mark Twain, “the secret to getting
ahead is getting started”. So, get started and don’t let
your motivation fade. I see the great talent and drive
every day in this organization, so I know you have it
within you to make your goals reality, not matter what
they are!
With that said, I completely understand 2018 brings
with it some significant challenges and uphill climbs
as we face uncertainty within the organization. While
there are going to be some tough times ahead, we must
continue moving forward knowing that our mission
here is important to those serving our great nation
throughout the world and on our ships out at sea.
Remember why we are here!
Once again, I wish you and your families a very
Happy New Year. I appreciate all of the great
accomplishments we had in 2017. We accomplished
much because of each and every one of you. You make
the magic happen here at DMA, and I am proud to
serve alongside you. Now, let’s get to work and get
some more stuff done! We got this!
Until next time,
Master Chief
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Tech Supports Antarctica Mission
By Tech. Sgt. Patrick Harrower, DMA Public Affairs
All around the world, millions of service members,
civilians, retirees and their family members can rely on
Defense Media Activity to provide the most relevant and
up-to-date information and entertainment on a variety of
platforms. But it’s not always a forward-operating base in a
warzone or an at-sea lonely ship that receives support, DMA
also supports scientific operations in Antarctica.
In mid-November, Blake Molter, asigned to the Technical
Services Engineering directorate, helped provide support
and maintenance on broadcast equipment used to receive
and distribute American Forces Radio and Television Service
and Navy Motion Picture Service programming recently at
McMurdo Science Station.
“Antarctica provides a reality and challenges that just do
not exist in the States,” Molter said. “Because of the limited
windows of time available to fly equipment down there, we
have to plan one year ahead on what gear we need to be
shipped.”
Larger equipment rerquired a transport ship and up to
two years in advance planning.
Molter only had three-week windows to perform required
tasks and, if neccessary, to assist in essential equipment
upgrades with savvy technician stationed there.
“It takes a lot of finessing to keep things working,” he said.
“There is a mix of professional and consumer equipment
and that doesn’t give us total control over every aspect of
quality. We are trying to modernize everything to enhance
the morale of people at the station.”
Due to the incredibly harsh desert conditions of the
continent, maintaining morale is critical in Antarctica. The
powerful sun never sets, yet the temperatures remain below
freezing.

Technician Blake Molter travelled to McMurdo Science
Station, Antarctica, in mid-November, to per form
maintenance support on broadcast and distribution
equipment, during a three-week visit to the icy continent.
(Department of Defense courtesy photos)

“They remind you that if you are venturing outside for an
extended period of time, to keep your mouth shut,” Molter
said. “The sun can actually reflect off the ice and give you a
sunburn on the roof of your mouth. And the air is so dry you
are going to want to take a fifty-gallon drum of moisturizer
with you.”
The journey to the station provides its own unique
challenges as well. Although there is a small band of people
that work at McMurdo year round, the summer months
provide optimal conditions for a large personnel influx.
“I got off the plane and it was just amazing,” he said.
“Sometimes I would walk around and realize [possibly] that
nobody in history has stepped where I’m stepping right now.”

Maj. Gen. Timothy Zadalis, U.S. Air Forces in Europe and Africa vice commander, visited the American Forces Network Europe
headquarters in Sembach, Germany, January 11 2017. Zadalis thanked Airman 1st Class Ericha Guyote for her involvement in
covering a story about a special ceremony at an American children’s cemetery in Germany. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class Ruben Reed)

Maj. Gen. Zadalis visits AFN
Sembach
Maj. Gen. Timothy Zadalis, U.S. Air Forces in Europe
and Africa vice commander, visited the American
Forces Network Europe headquarters in Sembach,
Germany Jan 11.
Zadalis thanked the crew for their hard work and
efforts in communicating USAFE command messages.
He also thanked Airman 1st Class Ericha Guyote for
her involvement in covering a story about a special
ceremony at an American children’s cemetery in
Germany.
Airmen from the 86th Fighter Wing dedicated
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a headstone for a child buried at the American
Kindergraves-Kaiserslautern cemetery in October.
Gary Currie, the son of Joy Caffey, was born on
September 18, 1952, and passed away 15 hours after
birth from pneumonia.
Joy spent the next 64 years trying to locate where her
son was laid to rest. In 2016, with the help of Airmen
from Ramstein Air Base, Germany a headstone was
placed in the cemetery in memory of Caffey’s son.
A1C Guyote was there to document the ceremony.
Her news story was published on the AFN Europe
Facebook page and shared by other major commands
in the Kaiserslautern Military Community area. The
story can be found at https://www.facebook.com/
afneurope/videos/10154063594377602/
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DMA Covers Island Lifestyle
By Amy Forsythe, DMA Guam bureau chief
DMA Guam Covers regional exercises, multinational
and partnered training on and around the island.
A 2-person team works hand-in-hand with local
public affairs personnel to cover a wide variety of
stories for AFN-Pacific and DoD News outlets.

Mr. Major Anderson of the Tuskegee Airmen came to share his
experiences and stories with personnel February 8 at Defense
Media Activity Headquarters on Fort George G. Meade, Md.
He talked about his time before, during and after as a Tuskegee
Airman, answered questions, posed for photos and sign
autographs with those in attendance.(U.S. Air Force photos/Tech.
Sgt. Patrick Harrower)
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“It’s a full convergence of multimedia content. We
produce video packages, radio stories and photos with
extended captions for placement on several platforms
at all echelons,” said Amy Forsythe, DMA Guam
bureau chief.
Tech. Sgt. Bryan Magee, the NCOIC, is a Visual
Iinformation specialist and checked-in to the bureau in
July 2016.

Gabe Zinni, Director of DMA Forward Center Pacific, visited the
Guam bureau in March to meet the team and learn more about
the various military units on Guam. (Courtesy photos)

Tech. Sgt. Bryan Magee shoots video and takes still photos for
full multimedia coverage of large-scale exercises. Magee, his
wife, and their three kids, are enjoying the warm weather and
island lifestyle on Guam.

Amy Forsythe covers exercise COPE NORTH 17 on Andersen Air
Force Base as troops learn how to skin and eat a snake during
jungle survival training on Guam in March 2017.
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Senior Chief Interior Communication Electriciant Jonathan
Altstatt assists the climbing crew with preparing the antenna
system for installation on the radio tower at NSA Bahrain. This
upgrade will boost the station’coverage significantly. (U.S. Navy
photo by Chief Mass Communication Specilaist Sabrina Parker)

May

Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Michael Lindsey gives
video training to the AFN Bahrain Detatchment. This was part
of AFN Bahrain’s weekly professional training and development.
(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specilaist1st Class
Kristopher Regan)

Chief Mass Communication Specialist Sabrina Parker speaks with Fleet Master Chief James Honea and Command Master Chief
Huben Philips during the Fleet Master Chief Power Hour. The Power Hour is a weekely segment that gives Fleet Master Chief James
Honea the opportunity to broadcast directly to the AOR. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specilaist1st Class Kristopher
Regan)
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Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Michael Lindsey (right) and Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Rebekah David (left),
assigned to American Forces Network Bahrain, record Capt. Corey Howes, commanding officer of Naval Support Activity Bahrain
during a proclamation signing denoting April as Sexual Assault and Awareness Month. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class Zac Shea)
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Stilipec was able to find a group of fellow cosplayers
that were able to not only help him locate and build
his outfits but help photograph each other and go
to conventions together. His prior photography
experience in the Navy helped greatly with his new
group of friends.

James Stilipec, Defense Information School broadcast, writing
and announcing skills instructor displays his various characters.
(courtesy photos)

Life Imitating Art
By Tech. Sgt. Patrick Harrower, DMA Public Affairs
Almost everyone has done it. Most of us have gazed
out the window of an airplane and imagined what it
would be like to fly alongside it. We’ve all imagined
what it would be like to have super strength, the power
of invisibility or super speed at just the opportune
time. It’s not at all uncommon to pretend to be a
superhero inside of our heads. But for James Stilipec,
Defense Information School broadcast, writing and
announcing skills instructor, becoming a super hero
via cosplay in his free time is not only a hobby, but a
great passion. Cosplay is the the practice of dressing
up as a character from a movie, book, or video game.
“I always grew up as a big fan of science fiction,”
Stilipec said. “I would watch the shows and go to the
conventions all over the local area. I knew a friend
who had a booth at a convention and he asked me to
help him out with customers while he drew artwork.”
He saw the other fans dressing up with ornate
costumes as their favorite characters and wanted to
express himself as well. He looked into playing Scott
Summers from X-Men but it just felt too basic.
“I was looking for ideas and I saw the character
reimagined as a female,” he said. “Then I realized
that I didn’t have to play a male character, so I
started working on being Samus from Metroid in her
Zero suit. Now I only cosplay female characters.”
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“I was so used to being
on the other side of the
camera,” he said. “It
was easy to just go to a
default pose but I knew
photographers want more
options so I worked on
my poses and helped
them with theirs.”

“Cosplay
what
you love
and love
what you
cosplay.”

He really did get lucky by
finding a great group of
people to cosplay with, he said. Not only did they give
him the support and help he needed with his costumes,
but their positivity allowed him to have a place where
he could be a female and not be judged, he said.
Even with the outstanding support of his friends,
there are still unique challenges he must deal
with. Sometimes items need to be special ordered
in larger sizes or even custom made and it can
be difficult to get accurate size conversions

from online retailers in other countries. But
he doesn’t let any of that slow him down.
“I bought a sewing machine so I can custom tailor my
outfits and add more personal touches to established
characters,” Stilipec said. “A costume can look
finished, but they are never really finished.”
There are still many characters Stilipec would
like to become. He would like to expand into
more characters for a younger demographic so
he can work with a local organization that does
countless charity events for ill children, he said.
“I prefer to be able to relate to the character
I am playing,” he said. “People expect me
to be that character when they see me in
costume and know certain things about them,
and if its relatable, that helps. Cosplay what
you love and love what you cosplay.”
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He emailed the
commandant and asked
for permission to bring
Cadence to work. The
commandant gave his full
support.
Feeling fully supported
by the leadership of
DINFOS, he brought
Cadence to work the very
next day.
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It wasn’t long before
Hatcher could see a
change in the class and
Foliente.
Foliente has become
more cheerful, Hatcher
said. Having Cadence
has made the whole
classroom brighter.
Whether it is the students’

reactions to Cadence or
Foliente’s new smile, it is
a wonderful change.
When Foliente was
coaching students, they
would often move their
chairs so they could see
what was being worked
on, Hatcher said. Now,
they move their chairs

July

so Cadence can sit under
their desks while Foliente
teaches.

the school.

The only thing Cadence
hasn’t improved is his
“She has become a normal jokes, Foliente said with
part of our office,” Hatcher a smile.
said.
“So, that’s the down side
of it,” he said. “So now,
Cadence may be a new
people have to suffer my
addition to the staff of
bad jokes all the time.”
DINFOS, but to Foliente
she has always belonged at

“I still think it’s a dream
sometimes when I come
to work and Cadence is
with me,” he said.
Cadence, Rod Foliente’s service dog, and Rod Foliente, an Intermediate Photojournalism Course
instructor, stands in the second floor hallway of the Defense Information School on Fort Meade May
15, 2017. Cadence has become a welcome addition to the DINFOS family since Foliente brought
her to DINFOS on April 4, 2017. (U.S. Army photo/Sgt. James M. Griffin)

DINFOS warmly welcomes
service dog to the family
Army Sgt. James Griffin, Defense Information School
One day at the Defense
Information School
on Fort Meade, Rod
Foliente, an instructor,
was leaning against a
desk and talking with a
student about the merits
of b-roll video footage
for storytelling. Other
students, eating bagels,
sat in a semicircle around
him. Among them,
watching her human, sat
a well-groomed golden
retriever named Cadence.
Cadence is Foliente’s
service dog. She arrived
at the school April 4 as
the newest member of the
DINFOS family.
The appearance of
Cadence surprised a
12 | DMA Voice

number of people at first,
but she quickly became
part of the fabric of the
school’s community.
Foliente, a thin man with
short dark hair, said the
story of how Cadence
came to be part of
DINFOS is a long one.
It begins well before she
appeared in the halls of
the school.
In October of 2013, he
and his family walked
into the Warrior Canine
Connection center. They
had been two times
before, Foliente said.
This time, however, they
were greeted by someone
new. Cadence rushed into
the room and flopped

onto the floor in front of
the family. They petted
her enthusiastically and
cooed over her in a swirl
of happiness. He prayed
that she would be his dog.

Cadence was warmly
welcomed.
Stephanie Hatcher, a
fellow instructor, has also
welcomed Cadence into
her life at work.
She knew Foliente had a
service dog, she said, but
she had not met her.

One day, she was sitting
at her desk working
quietly. She thought she
was alone
“I kind
until she
“I still think
of view
heard a
it’s a dream
Cadence
jingling
as a
sometimes when sound.
miracle
Confused,
I come to work
for me,”
she stood
he said.
up and
and Cadence is
looked
Over the
with me.”
around the
course of
divider
a year, Cadence became
between her desk and
part of Foliente’s life,
Foliente’s. She discovered
Foliente said. He took her
Cadence sitting under
everywhere he could.
Foliente’s desk.
In late 2014, he
“She is a beautiful dog,
transitioned out of the
really friendly, really
Army. He took a civilian
kind,” Hatcher said.
teaching job at DINFOS.
Minutes later, he found
out his prayer was
answered.

Cadence, a service dog, provides comfort to Rod Foliente, an Intermediate Photojournalism Course instructor, as he coaches students
at Defense Information School on Fort Meade May 15, 2017. Cadence has become a welcome addition to the DINFOS family since
Foliente brought Cadence to DINFOS on April 4, 2017. (Photo by Army Sgt. James M. Griffin)
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The Defense Media Activity Headquarters flag detail was charged with responsibity of the garrison flag for one week at Fort George
G. Meade, MD. The detail raised the flag at reveille, lowered it at retreat, folded it and fired the garrison cannon every day for a week
in September.. (U.S. Army photos/Sgt. Jose Torres)

75th Anniversary Clogs! A listener from The Netherlands hand-painted this gift for Christy “C-Dub” Whitaker, one of the hosts of
the Joe Show, the US Army Europe-focused live midday radio show. The listener said she has listened to American Forces Network
since she was a teenager and AFN has helped her learn English. The Joe Show airs each weekday from the AFN Europe Bavaria
Superstation studios to audiences served by AFN Bavaria, BENELUX, Kaiserslautern, Stuttgart, Vicenza, and Wiesbaden. (Courtesy
photos)
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Special guest and Key Note Speaker, Ms. Aixa Diaz, a correspondent with Hearst Television, gave the key note address for Defense
Media Activity Hispanic/Latino Heritage Month event held in the DMA’s Studio One, Fort George G. Meade, Maryland. (DoD photos
by Marvin Lynchard)
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November

Patricia “Patty” Collins, McChrystal Group Leadership Institute Principal, was the keynote speaker at the National Disability
Employment Awareness Month event yesterday at Defense Media Activity headquarters. (U.S. Air Force photos/Tech. Sgt. Patrick
Harrower)

17 | DMA Voice

December

Mission: Provide media services to inform and engage America’s Defense community

Sailors watch football on the forward mess decks of the aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71) after American Forces
Network transitioned to a new broadcast signal. The new signal is much clearer than the previous one, enhancing the viewing
experience for Sailors and Marines afloat. The Theodore Roosevelt is deployed to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations in support of
maritime security operations and theater security cooperation efforts. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class
Alex Perlman/Released)

American Forces Network
Kicks Off New Video
Transmission Method
By American Forces Network
American Forces Network successfully transitioned to
high definition digital broadcasting to U.S. Navy ships
in the Pacific Region via its Direct-to-Sailor service
Nov.14, beginning the biggest change to AFN services
in years.
The Nov. 14 event was the first phase of AFN’s
transition from standard-definition to high-definition
television programming for much of its worldwide
audience. All regions are scheduled to have high
definition signals by Dec. 12.
18 | DMA Voice

“The transition to the new signal quality has been a
work in progress and something we’ve been promising
our audience for a while,” said Col. Dave Honchul,
AFN director. “We are always striving to offer our
audience the best service possible. Our AFN viewing
audience is finally getting this much anticipated and
highly deserved upgrade.”
Honchul said that unlike services that will soon be
available to viewers living on and off base worldwide,
the DTS service is not in true HD, but the quality has
been vastly improved.
“Our Pacific Sailors and Marines serving on ships
now have a viewing experience that is much more
dynamic, much sharper and much crisper in detail than
what they previously had,” Honchul said. “It may not
be HD on the ships, but the feedback from the Sailors
and Marines has been fantastic. The new signal quality
is a great hit.”

